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This I believe: I Believe in Distance Makes the Heart Grow Fonder
“Distance Makes the Heart Grow Fonder,” A quote by Thomas Bayly that has stuck with me for years and years. I grew up in a military family, so I was always pretty used to my dad coming and going for months and months at a time. My dad was so used to it that it almost never bothers him, or at least he never lets it show. My mom however, she never liked it and to this day she has not gotten used to it. She always told me to never marry someone in the Navy because they are always gone. She would always say “Nothing about this is fun.” This made me upset because her and my dad have a fantastic relationship, they are best friends. However, the distance always upset her, and it never got easier. 
I always knew that my mom would start to feel better after a couple of days, and to me it didn’t seem like a big deal because we all knew that my dad would come back eventually. I never fully understood until I met my fiancé. Let’s rewind a little bit before I get into all of that. When I was a sophomore in high school, my now fiancé was a senior. However, we did not even speak to each other in high school because our friend groups were so different. We never became involved with one another until my junior year, and by then he had already graduated. 
We only began talking because we shared a similar taste in music, and we even attended the same concerts. We jokingly call it an accident that we got together because neither of us were interested in each other or a relationship. We were simply friends and we left it at that. 
To make a long story short, we had accidentally fallen in love with one another. We became official on April 30th, 2020, and from that moment on, we became inseparable. My fiancé was not interested in college because of how expensive it was, so he decided to enlist in the Navy with the help of my dad. My dad has been active duty for 20 years, so he was able to show my fiancé how the Navy has helped him. My fiancé, Zach, shipped out December 13th, 2020, and I haven’t seen him since. While this may seem like almost impossible for some, I believe the distance has allowed us to grow individually while still maintaining a healthy relationship. 
My fiancé has been deployed for a while now but thankfully he has Wi-Fi, and we are able to talk every couple of days. I believe that the distance has helped us because we are still young, and I think being apart for so long at a young age will condition us to get used to it in the long run. We plan on staying together for as long as time lets us, so getting through the hard stuff now will make it all worth it in the end. We have our ups and downs but what relationship doesn’t? We have learned to communicate thoroughly with one another because that is our only option. We must trust each other in order to get through these long deployments and it has only helped us. 
My fiancé and I have both been cheated on in past relationships so we were equally scared about being away from each other as we both struggle with trust issues. At first, we were at each other’s throats, arguing, and contemplating even going through with this because of how scared we were. After some time went by, we were able to openly talk about our fears and anxieties. This allowed us to work on helping each other overcome these fears rather than arguing about the.
Since the distance makes it hard to communicate, I believe this makes us appreciate the time we have together a little more. Weeks and weeks will go by before we have a chance to talk but him and I enjoy any second the Navy gives us. My fiancé is finally coming back next month, and we are so grateful to have made it this far. It has been a long and wild ride but, we have been able to develop communication skills that most people might struggle with. All in all, the distance helped us grow as a team while simultaneously maintaining independence. 



